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Health  Offices, 

Town  Hall, 

WOLVERHAMPTON. 

August,  1945. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Health' and 
Maternity  and  .  Child  ’Welfare  Committees. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladios  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to "present  an  interim  report  on  the  health 
of  Wolverhampton  for  the  year  19440 

The  Ministry  of  Health  desire  that  this  report  shall  be  brief 
and  shall  deal  chiefly  with  matters  of  current  interest.  The  restrictions 
that  were  imposed  for  reasons  of  national  security  on  the  publication  of 
population  figures  and  of  activities  in  connection  with,  war-time  develop¬ 
ments  have  now  been  removed. 

I 

1.  The  birth  rate  for  1544  was  the  highest  recorded  for  twenty-one  years. 

In  spite  of  shortage  of  housing  accommodation,  lack  of  domestic  helpers  and 

a  relative  scarcity  of  midwives  more  women' are  having  babies  and  institutional 
maternity  accommodation  is  in  great  demand. 

2.  There  is  no  significant  change  in  the  mortality  statistics,  which  are 
surprisingly  good  for  a  community  that  has  bean  at  war  for  more  than  five 
years.  There  was  a  somewhat  sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  among  males. 

30  ‘  Both  the  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Departments  are  working 

on  minimum  standards.  Lack  of  staff  and  shortage  of  labour  and  materials 
necessarily  restrict  the  activities  of  both  Departments.  There  is' far  more 
work  to  be  done  than  the  present  members  of  the  staff  can  undertake.  The 
duties'  in  connection  with  Sanitary  Inspection  cannot  bo  cut  any  further; 
the  health  visitors  can  only  pay  a  fraction  of  the  number  of  visits  that 
are  desirable;  non-compliance  with  Sanitary  Notices  can  only  be  dealt  with 
in  the  most  serious  cases  beceu.se  of  the  shortages  in  the  building  trade. 

Standards  of  hygiene  which  ware  so  laboriously  built  up  by  the  Health 
Department  in  the  years  be  Ween  1918  and  1939  have  long  since  gone  by  the 
board.  People  are  only  too  glad  to  get  their  rations  of  essential  foodstuffs 
without  enquiring  closely  into  the  cleanliness  of  its  manufacture  and 
transport. 

Now  that  there  is  a  good  prospect  of  more  normal  conditions  returning 
the  time  is  near  when  the  Health  Department  should  resume  its  drive  for 
better  and  healthier  conditions  in  homes,  offices,  shops  and  places  where 
citizens  congregate,  but  these  increased  activities  must  bo  contingent  on  a 
greatly  increased  staffs 

Once  again  I  desire  to  accord  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  two  Committees  for  their  never-failing  support  and  for  the 
careful  consideration  they  give  to  any  proposals  for  improving  the  health  of 
the  town.  I  also  wish  to  command  the  work  of  my  colleagues  in  the 
Department  and  of  the  staff,  both  outdoor  and  indoor.  They  have  done  their 
best  in  peculiar  and  difficult  circumstances. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  Ii.  H.  JOLLY, 

Mediae!!  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AM)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  TEAR. 


AREA  OF  BOROUGH  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9,113  Acres. 

POPULATION  (Registrar  General’s  estimate) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

147,230.''' 

(C0nsus  1931)  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  1 

133,212. 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  (1944) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

40,539. 

RATEABLE  VALUE  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  9 

£987,944. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

♦  9  9 

£3,961. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

\ 

LIVE  )  Legitimate.  2,968.- 

1,527. 

1,441. 

BIRTH  ) 

• 

BIRTHS  )  Illegitimate.  190. 

99. 

91. 

RATS  ) 

21.5. . 

STILL  BIRTHS  97. 

56. 

41. 

• 

Rate  per  1,000  Births 

30.7. 

DEATHS  1,619. 

844. 

775. 

DEATH  ) 

• 

RATS  ) 

n.o. 

NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  POPULATION 

•  •  • 

•  •  ® 

•  •  • 

1,539. 

(Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  for  the  year). 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

Deaths. 


(a)  Puerperal  Sepsis  1 

RATE  PER 

) 

0N31. 

(b)  Other  Puerperal  Causes  5 

1,000  BIRTHS 

) 

1.55. 

DEATHS 

OF  INFANTS  UNDER  (  Legitimate  (139)  .. 

6  •  • 

47. 

ONE  TEAR  PER  1,000  BIRTHS  (  Illegitimate  (18)'.: 

9  9  ft 

95. 

(  Total  (157) 

9  9  1 

.50. 

DEATH  RATE  from  Measles  (-).,.  ...  ... 

•  ft  • 

0.00. 

« 

"  n  Whooping  Cough  (3)  ... 

•  •  • 

0.02. 

U 

11  "  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (31)... 

(under  2  years  per  1,000  births). 

•  •  ft 

9.82. 

ii 

"  ”  Cancer  (227)  .. 

•  •  t 

1.54. 

«* 

!f  "  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (77)  . 

9  9  • 

1  -  - 

0.52. 

it 

n  ”  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (90). 

ft  9  9 

0.61. 

Koto;-' 

■  The  figures  in  the  above  table  nr*o  those 

supplied  by  the 

Registrar  General. 


SECTION  B, 


2o 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA.- 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(i )  Population. 

The  Registrar  General* s'  estimate  of  the  population  of  "Wolverhampton 
as  at  the  mid-year  was  147,150. 

(ii)  Births. 

The  net  total  births  registered  showed  a  further  increase  and  reached 
the  record  total  of  3,158,  The  birth  rate  was  El, 5  per  1,000  population, 
the  highest  for  over  twenty  years.  Since  1939  there  has  been  a  progressive 
and  alarming  increase  in  the  illegitimate  births,  viz:- 


1939  -  76 

1940  -  8E 

1941  -  123 


1942  -  141 

1943  -  149 

1944  -  189 


Still-birth3  numbered  97,  giving  a  still-birth  rate  of  ^0  per  1,000 

(iii)  Deaths. 

The  general  death  rate  was’ 11.0  per  1,000  population  as  Compared  with 
11.6  for  England  and  Wales  and  13.7  for  the  great  townsc  In  1944  there  wcto 
78  feiver  deaths  from  all  causes  than  in  the  previous  year.,  The  chic  7  reduction 
was  that  from  respiratory  diseases,  excluding  tuberculosis.  The  year  1943 
included  an  influenza  epidemic  with  its  complications  of  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia,  whereas  no  such  epidemic  occurred  in  1944,,  There  was  little  change 
in  the  death  rates  from  cancer  or  from  tuberculosis'. 

(iv)  Infant  Mortality. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  for  the  previous 
year,  namely  51  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  That  for' the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  46  and  that  for  the  126  great  towns  was  52. 

Some  of  these  deaths  in  the  very  early  months  of  life  should  be  cp’'01-1'-'  .7 

prevention  when  measures  for  the  care  of  the  prema^u-u  oaby  .......  oeen  more 

fully  developed  and  more  hospital  beds  are  available. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


( a )  TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

Infant  consultations  are  held  at  six  different  centres  in  the  town,  of 
which  three  are  premises  specially  built  for  the  purpose,  A  total  of  500 
sessions  took  place  during  the  year.  There  were  1,608  new  babies  x  "J-  -red 
and  124  children  made  a  first  attendance  after  they  had  attained  the  ago  of 
one  year.  Speaking  generally,  mothers  brought  their  babies  to  the  clinics 
at  regular  and  reasonable  intervals  during  the  first  twelve  months  but  failed 
to  koop  up  tho  attendances  afterwards.  There  were  14,350  attendances  of 
children  under  one  year,  but  only  3,172  attendances  over  this  ago.  The 
number  of  toddlers  visiting  Lea  Road  Clinic  was  best  whilst  Park  Lano  showed 
the  worst  figures.  Tho  wartime  employment  of  so  many  women  bn  a  made  it  far 
more  difficult  for  them  to  spare  an  afternoon  to  bring  their  young  children 
to  the  clinic.  Unfortunately,  the  serious  shortage  of  health  visitors  makes 
it  difficult  to  follow-up  cases,  as  they  should  be  followed  up,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  better  clinic  attendances  from  the  under  fives.  In  1939  the 
approved  establishment  was  eight  health  visitors  and  a  Superintendent  t~  caro 
for  a  net  annual  birth  figure  of  2,500  and  an  estimated  population  of  11,200 
under  fives.  Since  that  date  tho  work  of  the  health  visitors  has  been 
considerably  increased.  The  care  of  the  unmarried  mother  and  the  illegitimate 
child,  the  investigation  of  cases  for  adoption,  clinics  for  diphtheria 
immunisation,  special  efforts  in  connection  with  the  premature  baby  -  all 
these  duties  have  grown  enormously.  In  addition,  the  not  annual  total  of 
births  in  the  town  lias  risen  from  2,50.0  to  3,150,  whilst  the  number  of  health 


/ 


3. 


( r. )  TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS  ( Continue d ) . 

n  the  staff  has  dropped  to  eight  and  it  seems  impossible  to  got 
any  more  at  the  present  time.'  The  commonly  accepted  figure  is  one  health 
•ad  visitor  to  two  hundred/ births.  On  this  present  birth  rate  Wolverhampton 

tfty  would  require  fiftoon  health  visitors  in  place  of  the  present  approved 

establishment  of  nine  if  the  work  of  the  Department  was  to  be  carried  out 
adoquately.  The  present  shortage  of  staff  again  seriously' curtailed  the 
number  of  home  visits  paid  during  1944.  These  totalled  22,004  as  compared 
with  24,685  in  1938. 

Clinics  for  expectant  mothers  continue  to  be  very  popular.  During  the 
year  1,394  new  cases  attonded  and  the  mean  number  of  visits  paid  by  each 
woman'wa3  six.  The  average  attendance  per  session  varied  from  13,4  at  Oxley 
to  30.6  at  Stafford  Street.  The  total  attendances  were  7,934, 

(b)  MIDWIVES. 

The  number  of  nldwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practise  during 
1944  was  as  follows :- 

Trained  midwives  working  in  institutions  .  ...  42 

Municipal  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Independent  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

One  Municipal  Midwife  who  had  boon  in  the  Corporation's  service  since 
1937  died  suddenly  in  February,  1944,  She  was  a  hard  working,  painstaking 
and  conscientious  woman  who  was  very  popular  in  the  district  in  which  she 
worked. 

The  total  number  of  women  confined  by  Municipal  Midwives  during  1944 
whs  1,467,  which  is  about  the  same  number  as  for  the  previous  year.  Excluding 
relief  midwives,  the  number  of  confinements  attended  by  a  midwife  varied  from 
51  to  190  and  the  mean  figure  was  93. 

Shortage  of  trained  midwives  throughout  the  country  continues  to  make  it 
impossible  to  keep  the  establishment  up  to  strongth. 

(c)  MATERNAL  MORTALITY’. 

During  hhe  year  there  were  five  maternal  deaths  of  which  one  was  due  to 
puerperal' sepsis  and  four  to  other  causes.  This  gives  a  maternal, mortality 
rate  of  1.53  per  1,000  births.  The  following  is  a  short  summary  of  the 

deaths:- 

(1)  'In  this  case  a  doctor  was  engaged  for  the  confinement.  Ante-natal  care 
was  therefore  undertaken  by  him.  When  the  confinement  took  place  the  doctor 
was  not  available.  The  midwife,  who  was  acting  aa  a  maternity  nurse,  was  then 
summoned.  She  arrived  fifteen  minutes  after  having  received  the  message  and 
ten  minutes  after  the  birth  of  the  infant, '  She  conducted  the  third  stage  of 
labour  which  was  followed  by  a  haemorrhage.  Suitable  treatment  was  given. 

The  maternity  nurse  made  two  further  visits  on  the  same  evening  and  also 
ascertained  that  the  doctor  had  called  late  on  the  evening  of  the  confinement. 
In  tho  early  hours  of  the  following  morning  tho  doctor  was  again  summoned 
because  of  renewed  haemorrhage,  but  did  not  visit  the  patient.  Instead  he 
telephoned  for  the  ambulance  in  order  to  romovo  tho  patient  to  hospital. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  ambulance  did  not  quickly  arrive  a  further 
communication  was  3ent  to  the  doctor.  The  ambulance  finally  arrived  and  the 
patient  was  removed  to  hospital,  but  in  spite  of  treatment  the  patient  died. 

(2)  This  patient  did  not  attend  an  ante-natal  clinic.  She  engaged  her  own 
doctor.  The  confinement  w as  normal  and  she  was  well  until  the  twelfth  day 
afterwards  when  she  complained  of  faintness  and  pain  in  the  loft  side  of  the 
chest.  Pneumonia  was  diagnosed  and  she  was  removed  to  hospital.  The  • 
condition  of  the  utorus  was  normal.  The  patient  improved  but  four  days  after 
arrival  in  hospital  she  suddenly  collapsed  and  died  from  Pulmonary  Embolism, 


(c)  MATERIAL  MORTALITY  (Continued). 

.(3)  Ante-natal  care  was  undertaken  by  a  midwife  and  by  a  doctor  who  made 
two  examinations  under  tiio  Ante-Natal  Scheme.  The  condition  was  very  poor 
throughout  pregnancy.  She  was  admitted  to  hospital  two  weeks  before 
confinement  because  Of  a  burn  caused  through  fainting  ans  falling  on  the  fire. 
She  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  secondary  anaemia  and  was  given  the 
appropriate  treatment.  Confinement  was  normal  and  the  general  progress 
thereafter  was  good.  She  left  hospital  in  spite  of  being  advised  to  remain 
until  her  general  condition  had  improved.  She  died  the  following  day  from 
an  oclamptic  fit, 

(4)  This  patient  attended  the  ante-natal  clinic  regularly  throughout 
pregnancy.  The  results  of  urine,  blood  pressure  and  weight  tests  were 
normal.  The  patient,  who  thought  she  was  in  labour,  went  into  hospital 
two  weeks  before  confine  on t  but  was  discharged  at  the  end  of  two  days, 
no  abnormality  having  been  discovered.  The  confinement,  when  it  did  take 
place,  was  normal  but  the  patient  died  the  following  day  from  Post  Partum 
Eclampsia, 

(5)  This  was  a  case  of  septic  abortion.  An  inquest  xvas  held  and  the 
cause  of  death  xvas.  "Shock  following  local  interference  by  an  injection  of 
soap  and  water  there  being  insufficient  evidence  to  disclose  by  whom  such 
an  injection  was  made”. 


212 
166 
46 
6 
6 
0 
2 

Owing  to  the  great  pressure  on  the  twelve  beds  provided,  it  was  decided 
in  September,  1944  to  convert  four  of  the ‘largest  rooms  into  two-bed  wards, 
at  the  same  time  converting  one  other  rooij.  into  an  isolation  room*  This 
had  the  effect  of  increasing  the  total  accommodation  from  twelve  to  fifteen  . 
bods.  When  the  Hone  w as  first  opened  the  bookings  each  month  were  restricted 
to  the  accommodation  likely  to  be  available.  Many  women  booked  a  bed  as 
far  as  seven  months  ahead  and  not  a  few  of  these  cancelled  their  booking 
some  four  or  rive  months  later  when  it  was  too  late  to  make  another  letting. 
With  a  Home  offering  only  limited  accommodation  it  is  impossible  to  guard 
against  slaok  periods  and  periods  when  no  vacant  beds  are  available,  and  it 
ha3  been  found  that  the  estimated  occupancy  of  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the 
total  beds  was  too  high.  The  extra  beds  now  available  and  the  additional 
bookings  made  to  counteract  the  subsequent  cancellations  should  increase 
the  annual  number  of  cases  admitted  and  reduce  running  costs. 

( o )  AHTS-^TAL  GARS. 

During  the  year  4,106  deliveries  took  place  in  the  Borough.  Out  of 
that  number  3,512  are  known  to  have  had  ante-natal  care  by  a  doctor  during 
pregnancy,  Many  of  the  remaining  594  patients  although  delivered  in  the 
Borough  are  probably  normally  resident  outside  the  boundary  and  no  doubt  had 
ante-natal  care  in  their  own  areas.  The  following  table  explains  itself. 

The  number  under  each  heading  approximates  very  closely  to  that  of  1943 
except  that  during  1944  the  number  confined  in  Nursing  Homes  increased  almost 
in  inverse  proportion  to  the  decrease  in  the  number  confined  at  home  who 


1,594 

620 

135 

390 

576 

247 

•  50 
3,412 


ongagod  a  doctor:- 

Number  attending  Municipal  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
"  ”  a  Doctor  under  the  A.N.  Scheme 

,r  ,T  A.N.  Clinic  at  Women1  s  Hospitol 

"  !t  ”  ”  ”  Nexv  Cros3  Hospital 

n  confined  in  Nursing  Homes,  xvho  engaged  a  doctor 
"  "  at'  hone  known  to  have  engaged  a  doctor 

"  living  in  and  confined  in  institutions  uAder  the 

care  of  a  doctor 


( d J  MUNICIPAL  MATERNITY  HOME  (THE  BEECHES). 


Number  *f  confinement  in  1944 


tl 

?? 

t? 

It 

if 
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"  cases  in  which  a  doctor  was  booked 

if  \i  it  tr  n  tf  it 

”  ”  of  puerperal  sepsis  ... 

”  ctill-birth3  ...  ...  ... 

"  deaths  of  mothers  in  the  Home... 

"  ”  tr  babies  ”  ”  ”... 


5. 

(f)  NURSING  HOMES, 

During  the  year  one  further  Nursing  Home  wa s  registered  for  throe 
medical  cases.  The  number  of  registered  Nursing  Homos,  therefore,  is 
now  eleven,  providing  forty  maternity  bods  and  twenty-six  medical  or 
surgical  beds.  The  Beeches  Municipal  Maternity  Home  with  fifteen  maternity 
bed3  is  not  included  in  these  numbers.  In  the  course  of  visits  during  the 
year  several  minor  omissions  wore  pointed  out  to  the  various  keepers  of 
Homes.  Considering  difficulties  with  staffing  and  other  war-time  problems, 
a  reasonable  standard  of  efficiency  was  maintained, 

(g)  WAR-TIME  NURSERIES. 

The  three  nurseries  have  had  a  successful  year.  They  have  performed 
a  very  good  service  for  working  mothers,  the  standard  of  happiness  and 
comfort  for  the  children  being  well  maintained.  Each  nursery  is  a  Training 
School  for  the  National  Society  of  Day  Nurseries  Diploma  and  every  candidate 
who  has  so  far  sat  for  the  examination  has  been  successful.  The  number 
already  trained  i3  eight  and  training  is  still  going  on.  The  following 
table  gives  the  attendances  at  each  Nursery  during  the  ycar:- 


MARSTON 

ELSTON 

WOODLANDS 

ROAD . 

HALL. 

Number  of  days  open: 

/ 

274 

"273 

274 

Attendances  under  2  years: 

3,018 

3,328 

3,517 

Attendances  2  to  5  years: 

9,289 

6  j727 

6;i44 

Average  daily  attendance  under  2  years :lli 013 

12.192 

12.836 

"  "  "  2  to  5  years:  S3. 90 

24.64 

22.423 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was 

carried  out 

as  follows:- 

MARSTON 

ELSTON 

WOODLANDS 

ROAD. 

HALL  • 

Number  of  children  already 

immunised  on  admission: 

IS 

15 

22 

Number  of  children  immunised 

in  Nursery: 

4X 

14 

10 

Number  of  refusals : 

** 

2 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  was  carried 

out  as  follows:- 

'  MARSTON 

ELSTON 

WOODLANDS 

ROAD. 

HALL. 

Number  of  children  reported  to  havo 

had  whooping  cough  when  admitted: 

17 

3 

11 

Number  Immunised  against  whooping 

cough  in  the  Nursery: 

38 

26 

25 

Number  of  refusals: 

2 

2 

The  nurseries  continue  to  remain  free  from  outbreaks  of  whooping 
cough.  During  the  year  one  child  in  tho  Woodlands  Day  Nursery  and  one 
child  in  Mars  ton  Road  Day  Nursery  dovelopod  whooping  cough  before  the  course 
of  injoctions  was  complotod.  Thore  were  no  cases  of  whooping  cough  at 
Elston  Hall  Day  Nursery. 

So  far  as  epidemics  of  other  infectious  diseases  are  concerned,  Elston 
Hall  Nursery 'is  the  one  which  has  suffered  most.  During  1944  at  that 
Nursery  thore  wore  seventeen  cases  of  Chickonpox,  eight  cases  of  German 
Measles  and  six  cases  of  Mumps,  At  the  Woodlands  Nursery  there  wTero  six 
cases  of  Chickenpox  and  one  case  of  Measles  and  at  Marston  Road  Nursery 
three  cases  of  Gorman  Measles  and  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever.  The  latter 
developed  after  tho  child  had  been  in  the  nursery  for  only  two  days. 


(g)  T«7AR-T.u.jp  (Continued). 

In  November,  owing  to  pressure  on  the  ac o om*nod. a 1 1 on  at  tho  Woodlands 
Nursery,  an  annexe  situated  in  the  grounds  was  opened  to  aooomnvodate  an  extra 
twenty-five  children*  This  enabled  us  to  offer  admission  to  children  of 
mothers  who  had  been  on  the  waiting  list  for  a  considerable  period. 


Apart  from  having  regular  medical  examination?,  children  are  referred 
'“'to  special  departments  as  and  when  required.  Children  from  all  the  nurseries 
are  referred  as  necessary  for  Orthopaedic  and  Sunlight  Treatment.  The 
chiidron  at  Mars  ton  Road  continue  to  have  the  advantage  of  regular  exposures 
under  the  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Lamp  kindly  loaned  by  the  Villi ers  Engineering 
Company.  Casos  of  onlarged  tonsils  and  squint  are  referred  to  the  special 
departments  dealing  with  such  cases. 


From  the  parents  view  point  the  main  difference  between  sending  young 
cnildren  between  3  and  5  years  to  a  day  nursery  or  to’ a  nursery  class  is  that 
at  the  former  the  youngster  can  remain  all  day  from  7.30  a.m.  to  7,30  p.m,  if 
necessary,  and  is  given  breakfast,  dinner  and  tea,  whilst  the  latter  are  only 
open  during  ordinary  school  hours.  If  no  day  nursery  is  available  a  mother 
out  at  work  all  day  must  get  a  neighbour  to  take  charge  of  her  child  both 
before  and  after  its  school  periods  in  a  nursery  class.  It  is  very 
questionable  whether  the  average  child  between  two  and  three  years  derives 
much  benefit  from  a  curriculum  which  is  mainly  educational.  At  that  age 
he  is  an  individualist,  wants,  to  do  things  by  himself,  is  not  very  amenable 
to  class  instruction  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  retain  his  attention  for  more, 
than  two  or  three  minutes  at  a  time.  But  it  is  not  too  soon  to  inculcate 
habits  of  cleanliness  and  to  get  a  child  into  the  healthy  routine  suited  to 
his  bodily  needs  and  requirements.  This  is  one  of  the  chief  advantages  of 
a  day  nursery  for  children  of  this  special  age  group. 


It  must  be  recognised  too  that  the  mothers  of  a  certain  number  of 
children  under  two  years  of  age  will  have  to  continue  in  full  or  part-time 
employment  after  tho  war  owing:  to  their  financial  circumstances.  The 
alternative  of  placing  the  child  with  a  neighbour  is  not  always  a  satisfactory 
alternative  to  putting  it  into  a  day  nursery. 

Our  experience  of  war-tine  nurseries  in  this  town  has  denonstrat ed  that 
our  fears  of  epidemics  and  infection  were  exaggerated  and  that  a  young  child 
is  generally  bettor  cared  for  in  a  nursery  than  by  a  foster  mother,  provided 
that  the  former  is  properly  equipped  and  adequately  staffed. 


(h)  CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN, 


Tho  Maternity  and  Child  Volf are  Committee  decided  to  increase  the 
establishment  of  health  visitors  by  one  and  to  give  one  member  of  the  staff 
special  training  in  social  welfare  work  in  order  that  she  might  undertake  the 
care  of  this  class  of  person*  Owing  to  the  present  shortage  of  health  visitors 
tho  extra  staff  has  not  yet  been  engaged  and  the  duties  are  at  present  under¬ 
taken  by  tho  Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 


( i )  CARE  OF  FREmUEffi  EWARTS. 


There  is  no  residential  accommodation  in  the  town  for  these  children  and 
a  ward  for  premature  babies'  is  badly  wanted.  The  Committee  are  in  process  of 
acquiring  the  special  equipment  recommended  by  the  Advisory  Committee  for  loan 
to  mothers  of  premature  bahios  looked  after  in  their  own  homos. 


(j)  B-ffiAOT  anra 


,j  r 


10T; 


'iCTIOi 


T 

•i  » 


During  1944  there  have  boon  56  babies  under  supervision.  Twelve  of 
these  wore  attending  school,  throe  of  which  reached  the  age  of  nine  years  during 
the  year.  Several  were  only  with  a  Foster  Mother  for  a  short  period.  One 
returned  to  Dr,  Bar.uardos  Hama,  six  returned  to  their  mothers  and  one  to  his 
father,  one 


child  died,  this 


returned  to  a  Foster  Mother  in  London  after  a  few  weeks  and  one 
was  reported  to  the  Coroner.  There  were  still  twenty-four 
children  with  re  gist  wed  Fos  tor  Mothers  on  December  31st,  and  twenty-three 
Fester  No there.  Sixty-six  visits  had  been  paid. 


7. 


(k)  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 


Two  branch  centres  were  opened  during  1944  for  clasc  exorcises  In 
addition  to  the  central  clinic  at  Ward  Street,  This  has  had  the  effect  of 
bringing  the  clinic  nearer  the  homes  of  many  children  and  improved  tho 
attendances,  Tho  ordinary  routine  work  of  the  Orthopaedic  Department  continues 
unchanged  and  caters  for  children  of  school  age  as  well  as  children  of  pre¬ 
school  ago,  Solected  case3  are  sent  each  week  from  the  day  nurseries  to  the 
clinic  for  artificial  sunlight  treatment  with  a  carbon  arc  lamp. 


SUMMARY;- 

HEALTH 

EDUCATION 

Number  of  sossi^ns. 

• . . .  40 

48 

Number  of  now  cases 

...  •  '147 

'274 

Attendances  ... 

...  2,288 

6,111 

Visits 

19 

22 

Splints  ... 

...  63 

229  -s 

I 


.\ 


\ 


I 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA.. 


(1)  WATER  SUPPLY, 

The  water  supplies  over  the  entire  area  of  Wolverhampton  have  been 
satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality.  Routine  bacteriological  examinations 
of  all  the  sources  of  Vfolverhampton’s  water  supplies  are  made  as  sham  by  the 
following  table:- 

i 


• 

• 

Source.  ± 

Number 

of  Samples. 

• 

• 

Samples ; 
taken. ; 

Presumptive  Coli  per  100  ml. 

0  :•  1  -  2  :  3-10  :  over  10 

Raw  Water. 

-■ 

:Cosford. 

River. 

12 

- 

- 

- 

12 

;  Well. 

14 

13 

1 

- 

— 

Tettenhall. 

No.l  Borehole. 

13 

12 

1  • 

- 

:  No. 2  Borehole. 

12 

12 

- 

- 

Timmi  ngs  dale . 

No.l  Borehole. 

16 

10 

1 

2 

3 

No. 2  Borehole. 

15 

.11 

4 

mm 

- 

:  Filtered  and  Chlorinated  Water, 

r * 

•Cosford. 

j  River  and  Well 

104 

101 

1 

1 

1 

Mixed. 

Treated  Water  from  Distribution  System, 

Cosford  Water. 

14 

12 

2 

•m 

— 

pimmingsdale  Water, 

12 

12 

- 

- 

— 

pixed  Water  (chiofly 

prom  Cosford  and 

[Tettenhall. ) 

12 

11 

1 

* 

— 

Cosford  River  Water 
IS  filtered' and 
chlorinated. 

All  other  waters  are 
chlorinated  only. 

All  samples  showing 
coli-aerogones  present 
were  further  examined 
and  were  found  to 
contain  only  inter¬ 
mediate  and.  aerogenes 
types , ’ except  that 
one  untreated  sample 
from  Dimmingsdale 
No. 2  Borehole  was 
reported  to  have  B« 
Coli  type  II. 


In  addition,  routine  monthly  samples  of  water  are  taken  from  three 
distinct  points  in  the  distribution  system  in  the  town  and  these  are  examined 
both  chemically  and  bacteriologically.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
rosults  obtained:- 


Sample  A. 

Sample  B. 

Sample  C. 

Pt 

irts  per  100,000. 

Total  solid  Matter  dried  at  212°F 

lr  "  1  »  1  -  ’■  '  ■  ™ 

36:636 

35:909 

36:583 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . 

0,003  ' 

0.001 

0.000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia .  ... 

0:005 

0:001 

0:005 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . 

0:222 

0‘.  284 

0.245 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  . 

3.645 

1.918 

3.779 

Free  Chlorine  . 

:  0.010 

0:014 

0.003 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  S0°F 

0.047 

0:004 

0,044 

Hardness  before  boiling  . 

20.945 

22.300 

20.666 

Hardness  after  boiling  . 

10:909 

8.545 

11.166 

pn  TolllO  •  •  •  »  •  #  •  *  ••• 

7.409 

7.290 

7.400 

<i0  u  al  s  •••  00  0»0  000  000 

Absent 

Absont 

Absent 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Coli  Aerogenes  in  100  c.c.  ... 

Absent  in  11 

Absent  in  11 

Absent  in  11 

out  of  12 

out  of  11 

out  of  14 

I  as- 

snmnlp.K. 

flnnnler,.-- 

• 
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(1)  WATER  SUPPLY  (Continued). 

No  contamination  subsequent  to  leaving  tho  worlcs  of  the 
undertaking  has  been  detected  in  tho  viator  supply. 

There  aro  still  a  few  houses  which  have  no  inside  tap.  It  is 
estimated  that  one  per  cent  of  all  the  houses  in  the  Borough  derive  their 
water  from  a  stand-pipe  outside  in  tho  yard  and  that  approximately  four  per 
cent  are  supplied  from  taps  over  sinks  in  detached  washhouses. 

(2)  NUISANCES. 

Apart  from  tho  notices  served  under  the  various  statutory  clauses 
giving  powers  to  require  particular  amenities,  896  premises  were  reported  to 
the  Committee  during  the  year,  preparatory  to  the  service  of  formal  notices 
requiring  abatement  of  nuisances, 

(3)  OVERCROWDING. 

Case s_  of.  Ov_erc r  o  wdi ng_%i^o die d^  1944 • 

By  Displacements  under  part  2  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  Nil. 

By 'Displacements  under  Part  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  Nil. 

By  Transference  of  families  in  overcrowded  Council  Houses 

to  larger  houses  «.*'  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

By  allocation  of  Council  Houses  to  families  in  privately 

own  c  d  ho  us  os  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o , 

By  removal  or  reduction  in  tho  size  of  families  .  32.. 

35 

Cases  remedied  after  service  of  notices  under  Section  59  or 

66  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  ...  ...  . .  19 

TOTAL  ABATED .  54 

(4 )  DISINFESTATION  OF  BEDDING,  BLANKETS,  &C. 

/  . 
Demands  In  respect  of  the  treatment  of  bedding  and  clothing  used 
by  Civil  Defence  and  other  personnel,  have  resulted  in  the  treatment  of  the 
following  articles  by  the  steam  disinfecting  apparatus  during  the  year;  in 
almost  every  case  the  actual  coot  of  treatment  has  been  recovered  by  the 
Corporation:- 


Beds  - 

574 

Blankets  - 

2,181 

Pillow  Slips  -  0 

Bed  Covers  - 

2 

Sheets 

— 

Personal 

Mattresses 

86 

Pillows  - 

431 

Clothing  (Sets)-  9 

Elderdown  -  1 

(5)  CASES  OF  SCABIES  DEALT  WITH.  1944. 


Number  :Nb.  of:  Analysis  of  Persons  Treated  : TOTAL  number 

of  :housos:  Adults  Childron  1  :  of  persons 

families:  con-  ;  Cbvor  14  years*)  4  to  14  vears'Under  4  years  treated  ___ 

af feet ed: corned :  M*  F 

Total :  M 

F 

total 

M 

F  :  Total  :M 

F  :Total 

bring  1944 

14  ;  12  ;  6 

•  • 

•  . 

14 

• 

20 !  - 

2 

2 

4 

2  :  6 

• 

• 

10 

i 

CD 

to 

CD 

•otal  to  date 

175  :  144  123 

•  • 

•  • 

209 

332:134 

\  • 

• 

117 

251 

63 

55  :  118 

• 

• 

320 

381 :  701 

• 

• 

(6)  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

At  the  end  of  1944  there  were  four  registered  Common  Lodging 
Houses  in  uso  vdthin  the  Borough,  and  applications  for  registration  of  the 
respective  hoopers  were  acceded  to  for  a  further  period  of  twelve  months. 
As  all  tho  promises  are  within  proposed  Clearance  Areas  and  are  generally 
below  tho  required  standard,  the  applicants  were  informed  of  this  fact. 


" 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  PIT  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

(1)  NIUC  SUPPLY. 

\ 

Tig  action  necossary  to  bring  and  maintain  producers*  premises  to 
tho  proscribed  standard  was  continued  throughout  the  year,  with  a  result  that 
miscollanoous  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  two  existing  cowsheds. 

With  regard  to  retailers*  promises,  three  purveyors  of  milk  have 
been  provided  with  proper  dairy  premises,  subsequent  to  the  service  of  notices 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926*  Five  new  pasteurising  or  sterilising 
plants,  churn-v;ashing  plants  and  Improved  bottling  plant  have  been  installed 
In  four  dairies. 

Apart  from  tho  supervision  of  producers*  premises  by  the  Ministry* 
Veterinary  Inspector,  the  various  dairy  farms  and  retailers’  premises  within 
the  district  are  regularly  visited  by  the  Specialist  Inspector;  during  the 
year  260  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  999  inspections  of  dairies  and  milkshops 
were  made. 

The  following  summary  gives  details  of  the  premises  and  persons 
registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order,  1926  -  both  during  the  year  and  to  date  respectively 

REGISTRATION  OF  MILK  PURVEYORS  AND  PREMISES  DURING  1944. 


•  m  m  • 

•  . 

:  :  APPLICATIONS,  1944. 

t  , 

Removed 

from 

Number  on 
Register' 

31st  Dec.  . 

:  :  Received:  Refused;  Granted 

Register 

1944. 

•‘1,  Retail  Purveyors:  : 

:  (a)  General  ("loose"  milk):  1 

:  1 

3 

128  •’ 

•  (b)  Bottled  Milk  only  .  ; 

~  :  — 

— 

544 

!  TOTALS  ...  ;  1 

;  l 

3 

672 

• 

•  • 

;2i  Wholesale  Purveyors  *  - 

«•*  ttm 

mm 

18 

•  3.  Producers 

•m  mm 

26  .  . 

TOTALS  ...  : 

• 

•*•*•*• 

44 

Premises:**  : 

(a)  Cowsheds  *  - 

mm  • 

mm 

19 

(b)  Dairies  :  - 

~  :  - 

3 

21 

TOTALS  ...  i 

9  mm 

3 

40 

ACTION  TANEN  RE  BIOLOGICAL  SAMPLES  OF  MILK  REPORTED  POSITIVE,  1944. 


:  Grado  of 

Milk 

Number  of  Samples 
submitted  for 
Biological 
Examination, 

1944. 

Number  reported  positive  to 

Tubercle  bacilli.  _ 

Produced  :  Produced 

within  :  outside 

Borough.  :  Borough. _ 

TOTAL 

:  Tuberculin  Tested 

5 

-•  :  1 

1 

:  Accredited 

9 

2 

2 

:  Pasteurised 

1 

—  :  ~ 

- 

:  Ungraded 

36 

2  :  1 

3 

TOTALS  ... 

51 

2  :  4 

6 

(2)  MEAT  MID  OTHER  FOODS. 

During  the  year  there  lias  been  no  alteration  in  the  personnel 
employed  at  the  Abattoir. 

Hie  amount  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  is  275  tons  18  cwts. 

1  qr.  4  lbs.,  made  up  of  124  tons  I 3  cuts.  1  qr.  9  lbs.  meat  and  151  tons 
4  cwts.  3  qrs.  23  lbs.  offal.  The  total  weight  is  an  increase  of  56  tons 
over  last  year. 

82,457  animals  were  slaughtered;  a  decrease  of  12,882.  Tills 
'  decrease  occurs  chiefly  in  sheep  and  calv.es,  together  with  1,689  fewer  cows 
(other  than  cattle).  It  is  however  significant  that  meat  and  offals  from 
tubercular  cows  (other  than  cattle)  show  an  increase  of  20  tons  condemned, 
and  from  cows  (other  than  cattle)  other  diseases  an  increase  of  18^-  tons. 

Tills  is  accounted  for  by  the  great  number  of  "unthrifty1'  cows  sent  for 
slaughter  chiefly  for  "manufacture". 

62.57$  of  cows  (other  than  cattle)  were  affected  with  tuberculosis 
as  compared  with  64.25$  last  year  (decrease '1.88$).  The  figures  for  other 
diseases  in  cows  (other  than  cattle)  are  60.95$  against  56.55$  an  increase 
of  4.40$. 


Meat  and  offals  condemned  from  sources  outside  the  BOrough' and 
submitted  for  inspection  at  the  Abattoir  amount  to  1  ton  17  cwts,  1  qr.  7  lbs. 

‘44  cows  wore  slaughtered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Order,  1938.  22  wero  wholly  condemned  on  account  of  advanced  tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  contact  has  been  maintained  with  the  County 
Veterinary  Officer,  and  in  the  cases  when  cows  have  been  sent  for  slaughter 
from  the  Sale  Yards  the  results  of  inspection  have  been  passed  on  to  the 
Officer. 

The  following  table  gives  the  percentage  increase  or  decrease 
over  1943  in  the  number  of  animals  affected  with  disease :- 


1 

t 

> 

Cattle 

Cows 
(other 
than 
Cattle ) 

Calves 

♦ 

• 

Sheep 

Hgs  

:  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
:  Tuberculosis  only 

8i56 
T  0.54 

*  4.40 
-  1.88 

-  0.14 
+  0.11 

0.80 

4  7i02 

4  6.18 

The  Ministry  of  Food's  Technical  Adviser  on  Meat  Inspection  has 
visited  tho  Abattoir  during  the  year.  The  question  was  raised  as  to  the 
disposal  of  disoased  meat,  which  could  not  be' -dealt  with  through  the  Abattoir 
digostor  plant.  Tho  matter  was' investigated  and  eventually  it  was  decided 
that  moat  should  be  sent  in  cases  of  emergency  only  to  approved  depots. 

( 13 )  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Sampling.  .» 

Two  hundred  and  three  samples  of  food  and  drugs  v.rere  taken  for 
analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst  consisting  of  8  Formal  Samples  and  195  Informal 
Samples.  Fifteen  samples  (7.39$)  consisting  of  5  Formal  Samples  and  10 
Informal  Samples  were  found  to  be  non-genuind  or  labelled  or  described  in  an 
unsatisfactory  manner. 

Eighty-five  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  three 
were  found  to  be  slightly  deficient  of  the  presumptive  standard  of  3$  milk 
fat  laid  down  by  the  sale  of  milk  Regulations.  Following-up  samples  were 
found  to  be  gonuine. 

An  article  sold  as  Lactic  Malt  Sugar  was  found  to  be  roughly 
equivalent  to  a  dried  extract  of  malt  containing  26$  of  unaltered  starch. 
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(3)  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1958  (Continued). 

Amongst  other  cl  a  in  s  made  for  the  article  on  the  package  wore  (l)  "Tho  present 
ac.y  diet  boing  too  starchy  this  sugar  will  correct  same” ,  (2)  ’’This  is  an 

organic  product  and  pure  sugar,  and  a  guardian  against  all  forma  of  disease". 

A  sample  of  Compound  Bismuth  mixture  was  found  not  to  comply  with 
tho  Pharmacy  Medicines  Act,  1941.  Tho  vendor  had  purchased  the  mixture 
prior  to  tho  passing  of  this  Act  and  the  very  small  amount  of  stock  remaining 
was  withdrawn  from 'sale. 

An  'informal  sample  of  malted  soyacream  was  found  to  contain  only 
50  International  Units  of  Vitamin  B  1  per  ounce  as  against  a  claim  on  tho 
label  to  110  International  Units  per  ounce. 

Samples  of  sugar  wero  found  to  contain  salt  in  quantities  varying 

from  0.16#  to  3U4#. . 

/ 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  vendor  and  resulted  in  a 
fine  of  £5  and  14/6d.  costs, 

A  sample  of  marmalade  submitted  by  a  private  purchaser" was  found  " 
to  contain  an  appreciable  amount  of  glass  fragments  amounting  to  0.13  grammes, 
Thoro  was  no  evidence  that  the  glass  was  derived  from  the  container.  Formal 
samples  taken  at  the  shop  from  which  the  marmalade  was  obtained  and  at  other 
shops  in  the  town  were  found  to, be  genuine. 

An  unofficial  sample  of  mustard  was  found  to  be  deficient  of 
0.24#  of  Allyl  Isotheocyanato 'pointing  to  a  deficiency  of  brown  mustard  in 
tho  mixture,  A  formal  sample  taken  from  the  manufacturer  was  reported  as 
genuine . 

All  samples  submitted  for  analysis  are  examined  for  the  presence 
of  preservative  substances.  No  prohibited  preservatives  or  colouring  matter 
wore  found  and  no  preservative  was  found  in  any  article  of  food  to  which  the 
addition  of  n  preservative-)  of  any  description  is  forbidden. 


% 
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INFECTIOUS  AND|  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  year  1944  was  characterised  by  the  absence  of  any  epidemic  and  the 
comparatively  very  low  incidence  of  all  the  infectious  diseases.  The  incidence 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  Whpoping' Cough  and  Measles  showed  a  marked  decline  in 
numbers  compared  with  1943.  Diphtheria  notifications  remained  approximately 
the  same  as  for  the  previous  year  but  there  wore  only  four  deaths  compared 
with  six  in  1943. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

214  cases  were  notified,  being  a  decrease  of  264  compared  with  1943 
and  542  less  than  in  '1942.  In  six  of  these  cases  the  diagnosis  was  revised, 
giving  a  net  incidence  of  208  or  1,5  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  disease 
was  mild  in  character  and  no  deaths  occurred. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  31  cases  notified  but  34  were  subsequently  revised,  giving 
a  net  incidence  of  47  or  ,29  per  1,000  of  the  population.  There  were  four  ■ 
deaths,  all  non-immunised  cases.  Of  the  47. clinical  cases,  only  14  were 
under  ten  years  of  age,  but  throe  of  these  patients  died,  giving  a  mortality 
rate  of  21,4 fo  in  this  age  group.  Diphtheria  occurred  in  seven  immunised 
children,  but  these  all  made  uncomplicated  recoveries  and  the  disease  was 
mild  in  character. 

MEASLES.  ‘  , 

There  were  only  110  cases  of  measles  notified  compared  with  2,098  in 
1943,  There  were  no  deaths, 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

305  casos  were  notified.  There  were  throe  deaths. 

MISCELLANEOUS . 

ENTERIC  FEVER.  No  cases  notified. 

POLIO  ENCEPHALITIS.  "  "  " 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA.  .  "  •  " 

* *  * 

ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS.  One  notification. 

CEREBRO -SPINAL  EWER.  Ten  casos  notified,  three  of  which  were  later 

revised.  One  death  occurred. 

i.  ■ 

ERYSIPELAS.  Thirty- throe  notifications,  but  two  were  revised.  One 

oase  died. 

DYSENTERY.  Twenty-one  cases  were  notified.  Two  were  revised.  The 

nineteen  actual  cases  were  Sonne  Dysentery.  Cne  proved  fatal. 


BOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
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Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  in 
maintaining  an  adequate  nursing  and  domestic  staff,  but  fortunately  the 
numbor  of  cases  admitted  has  been  low.  Beds  have  been  available  for 
H.M.  Forces  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  and  in  all  a  hundred  such 
cases  wore  treated. 


1.  SCARLET  FEVER. 

139  ca3os  were  admitted,  31  being  from  the  Forces.  Twelve  of 
these  were  later  revised  as  follows 

Tonsillitis  (2)  Pneumonia  and  Scabies  (l) 

Ludwigs  Angina  (1)  Soptic  Rash  (1) 

Rubella  (5)  Measles  (l) 

Femoral  Thrombosis  (l) 


One  case  notified  as  measles,  threo  notified  as  rubella  and  three  as 
diphtheria  wore  revised  to  that  of  scarlet  fever.  Of  the  134  actual 
cases  troated,  all  were  of  a  mild  typo  and  no  death  occurred. 

Complications:-  Otorrhoea  -  6 

Adenitis  -  12 

Quinsoy  -  1 

2,  DIPHTHERIA.  '•  > 

90  cases  notified  as  diphtheria  were  admitted,  16  of  these  being 
from  outside  the  Borough.  43  of  these  cases  were  revised  as  follows:- 


Tonsillitis  (2l) 
Carriers  (6) 
Vincents  Angina.  (7) 
Scarlet  Fever  (3) 


Streptococcal  Meningitis  (l) 
Foreign  Body  in  Hose  (1) 
Rubella  &  Carrier  (l) 
Catarrhal  Laryngitis  (3) 


S0ven  of  the  47  cases  finally  diagnosed  as  clinical  diphtb-'  ^  ->  *'.*ore 
immunised  but  all  the  seven'mado  uncomplicated  recoveries.’  Of  the.  f oy 
unimmunised  cases  four  died,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of  10.0  per  cent. 
There  wero  five,  cases  of  laryngeal  Diphtheria  and  two  of  these  had. 
tracheotomy  performed.  Both  cases  recovered.  Complications  did  not 

occur  in  any  of  the  immunised  but  wero  high  in  the  unimmunised. 

* 


Myocarditis  occurred  in  14  cases. 


Pharyngeal  Paralysis 
Occular  M 

Palatal  " 

Nock  " 

Ciliary'  n 


1 

2 

8 

1 

2 


case. 

cases. 

tr 

case. 

cases. 


:  Malos 

AGE  AND  SEC  INCIDENCE. 

0-5 

5-10 

10  -  15 

Over  15 

Total 

4 

6 

4 

5 

19 

*  Femalos 

- 

4 

12 

12 

28 

j  TOTAL 

4 

10 

16 

17 

47 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  only  fourteon  cases  occurred  in  children 
under  ten  years.  Surely  a  satisfactory  result  of  the  immunising 
campaign  carried  out  for  some  yours  past. 


(3)  MISCELLANEOUS  DISEASES 


15. 


Meningitis:  Throe  cases  wore  notified,  all  of  which  were  revised 

as  follows t- 

1  Influenza. 

1  Sub  Arachnoid  Haemorrhage  (died). 

1  Ruptured  Cerebral  Aneurysm  with  acholuric 
Jaundlco  -  recovered. 

One  caso  notified  as  diphtheria  was  altered  to  streptococcal 
nonlngitis.  This  case  recovered. 

A  case  notifiod  as  whooping  cough  was  revised  to  purulent 
monlngitis.  Tills  case  died. 

Puerperal  Foyer  (l)  Recovered. 


Mumps  (8) 

4  from  Forces,  2  nurses  and  2  evacuated 
children  from  London.  All  recovered. 

Typhoid  (1) 

Revised  to  Sonne  Dysentery, 

Dysentery: 

18  cases  wore  notified. 

5  wore  revised  to  enteritis  and  2  had 
no  evidence  of  any  disease. 

12  cases  were  treated,  includi^f”  one 
notified  as  typhoid. 

All  made  good  recoveries. 

Rubella: 

i  ' 

43  cases  were  notified,  36  being  from 
the  Forces,  4  were  nurses  and  3  were 
evacuees.  7  were  revised  as  follows 

Measles  (3).  Scarlet  Fever  (3). 

Urticaria  (l). 

Chickenpox: 

19  cases  were  admitted,  15  being  from 
the  Forces,  one  of  whom  developed  an 
ompyaema.  All  recovered. 

Whooping  Cough  (4)  2  were  complicated  with  pneumonia  and 


one  had  rickets  and  marasmus.  The 
fourth  case  was  revised  to  Purulent 
Meningitis  -  this  case  died. 

Pemphigus  (l) 

An  elderly  male  patient  who  died. 

Measles  (5) 

One  revised  to  rubella  and  one  to 
scarlet  fever. 

Smallpox : 

One  caso  was  admitted  for  observation  . 
as  a  possible  smallpox  but  was  eventually 
diagnosed  as  chiclcenpox  with  a  concu"  ’’ 

septic  rash. 

Erysipelas  (4) 

2  oases  occurred,  both  of  the  face. 

2  were  revised  to  - 

(a)  Cellulitis  of  face  and  scalp. 

( b )  Cel luli  1 3  s  of  le g ,, 

Cases  occurring  amongst  the  staff  of  the  Hospital  wore: 


Tonsillitis 

Cold 

-  8  Influenza  -  3 

-  2  Measles  -  1 

Scarlet  Fever  -  2  Fibrositis  ~  1 
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'  D  I  P  H  T  HE  R  I  A_  IMMU  NISAT10N. 


A  total  of  £,£41  children  wore 

immunised  during  1944 

at  various 

as  follows 

• 

Pre-School 

School 

Welfare  Clinic. 

Children 

Children 

Lea  Road 

348 

74 

Stafford  Street 

£44 

4 

Park  Lane 

£3£ 

14 

■  Fordhousos 

142 

8 

Ward  Street 

131 

1 

1,097 

101 

Central  School  Clinic  (North  Street) 

£8 

187 

Private  Doctors 

115 

.  5 

Borough  Isolation  Hospital  , 

8 

l£ 

Day  Nurseries 

33 

- 

- 

1,£81 

305 

■■  ■■  1 

It  is  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  1944  78*8$  of  children  from  5  to  15 
years  were  immunised  and  33*1$  of  children  from  0  to  5  years. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

(i)  Notification:  The  notifications  remaining  on  the  Case  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  were:- 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis:  Males  -  448  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis:  Males  -  97 

Females  -  £91  Females  -  94 

There  is  a  sharp  increase  in  the  number  of  males  affected  with  the 
respiratory  form  of  the  disease.  At  the  end  of  the  previous  year  the  figure 
for  males  was  389  as  compared  with  448  in  1944. 

(ii)  Incidence:  The  total  number  of  individual  casos  was  £15  £15  as 
compared  with  195  in  194-3  and  141  in  194£. 

(iii)  Deaths:  Compared  with  1943  there  was  little  change  in  the  deaths 

from  respiratory  and  non-rospiratory  tuborculosis  in  the  two  classes. 

Rospirato ry  Males  -  54  deaths.  Non-Re spj_ratory_  Males  -  7  deaths. 

*  Tuberculosis  Females  -  ££  dearths.  Tuber c ulosi  s  Females  -  6  deaths. 

(iv)  After  Caro :  This  is  dealt  with  by  a  Sub -Committee  of  the  Staffordshire, 
Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Joint  Tuberculosis  Committee,  as  is  the  'Tuberculosis 
Allowances  Scheme. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


Tho  fallowing  table  summarises  the  work  of  the  V.D.  Clinic  for  1944 
and  tho  previous  nine  years :- 


SYPHILIS. 


On 

Books. 

Now 

Cases.  * 

•.TOTAL 

Defaulters. 

M. 

E. 

M. 

; 

M. 

• 

• 

E. 

• 

• 

TOTAL  : 

1935 

97 

88 

68 

59 

• 

• 

:  312 

8 

4;  8# 

• 

:8 

5.4f 

• 

9 

• 

• 

16 

5. If: 

1936 

94 

91 

69 

52 

:  506 

3 

i;a  f 

:1 

0'.7f 

•> 

• 

4 

1.3f : 

1937 

103 

87 

40 

55 

:  285 

5 

?;5# 

\  2 

1.4f 

* 

7 

2;5f: 

1938 

67 

79 

54 

45 

:  245 

5 

4.  If; 

:7 

5.6f 

• 

• 

12 

4.9f: 

1939 

62 

69 

48 

31 

:  210 

1 

0.9f 

•  0 

2.  Of 

; 

3 

l*4f : 

1940 

69 

63 

41 

52 

:  225 

4 

3i6f 

:5 

4.7f 

9 

• 

9 

4.0f: 

1941 

66 

67 

42 

48 

:  223 

3 

2#  8/S 

:3 

2;ef 

• 

• 

6 

2.7f: 

1942 

52 

57 

59 

.  65 

:  233 

5 

4.5f 

:4 

3i5f 

• 

• 

9 

3.9f; 

1943 

58 

67 

79 

62 

:  266 

1 

0,7f 

:  2 

l,5f 

• 

3 

l.lf: 

1944 

78 

89 

76 

74 

:  317 

• 

5 

3.2/; 

:1 

• 

• 

0.6f 

« 

• 

• 

• 

6 

1.8f: 

GONORRHOEA. 

On 

Books. 

:  New 

Cases. ' 

'  F. 

Defaulters. 

M. 

F. 

:  M. 

•  • 

•  • 

M. 

F. 

9 

• 

TOTAL 

1935 

61 

48 

:152 

85 

•  • 

:  346  :  12 

5.6f  :9 

6#7f 

• 

« 

• 

• 

21 

6.  If 

1936 

67 

49 

:126 

72 

:  514  :  7 

3.6f  :3 

2.5f 

• 

10 

3.2  f 

1937 

45 

30 

:192 

68 

:  335  :  15 

6.3f  :4 

4;  If 

: 

19 

5.7f 

1938 

65 

33 

:143 

87 

:  528  :  10 

4.8f  : 5 

4.  2f 

» 

• 

15 

4.6f 

1939 

34 

31 

:122 

68 

:  255  :  15 

9;  6 f  :1 

i;of 

• 

• 

16 

6i3f 

1940 

16 

33 

:97 

63 

;  209  :  9 

8. Of  :7 

7.3'f 

• 

• 

16 

7.7f 

1941 

24 

33 

:167 

80 

:  304  :  9 

4.7f  :7 

6»2f 

• 

9 

16 

5.3f 

1942 

35 

31 

:119 

97 

:  282  :  7 

4.5f  :7 

5.5f 

» 

• 

14 

5.  Of 

1943 

34 

59 

:106 

81 

:  260  :  2 

1.4-f  :8 

6.7f 

« 

• 

10 

3.8f 

1944 

33 

29 

:103 

83 

:  248  :  7 

•  ■  • 

•  • 

5 .if  5 

• 

• 

4.4f 

• 

9 

9 

9 

12 

4.8f 

Regulation  33B;  There  was  no  single  instance  in  1944  where  a  contact 
was  named  twice  and  could  bo  dealt  with  by  compulsion.  Fourteen  persons 
were  notified  once  as  contacts  and  attempts  were  made  to  follow-up  those  who 
could  be  identified.  The  results  are  as  follows :- 


Contacts  notified 

once :- 
V.D.G-.  “ 
V.D.Sy. 

Males. 

1 

Femed.es, 

12 

1 

Cases  untrac cable  owing  to 
Insufficient  address  or 

\ 

description  .... 

•  •  •  • 

4 

Cases  invited  to  attend  for 

interview  ....  ....  1  9 


Cases  interviewed  ....  -  5 
Cases  referred  to  dlinic.  -  5 

It  is  a  complete  waste  of  time  for  specialist  medical  officers  to 
transmit  notifications  which  give  only  a  vague  description  of  tho  contact 
without  any  surname  and  without  any  address  except  that  of  some  licensed 
promises  which  he  or  she  is  alleged  to  frequent. 


